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SEE very little uſe for a preface, un- 


leſo the author wants a friend to ſup- 
port. bis ſyſtem, as ye NO; 
aun. to Truth. en nl (BP Lot 
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ad an of 4s opinian, ; that: monkind are 
not more depraved now than in former 


ages, nor will be more depraued bereafter 
than now. I believe that there is blend- 
ed in all ages the Good and the. Evil, 


in men; and if any: piece is addreſs d to 


them in an. age, which carries weight ' 


with it; I mean à little more neaſure a 
iruth, which is the Good than jt dots 
of error, which ig tbe Epil; I tben be- 
Feve the. Good, (which is the trub) in 
all men, will attratt the: truth from” any. 
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N 1 any man; and all men capable of attratt- 
We ing thoſe truths, will of themſelves de- 
WW fend them, for their authors. 


1 judge thereforeof mankind by myſelf, 
ö 3 and expert that thoſe which enter into my 


| meaning, and are not prejudiced by cuſtom, 
* | 1 profeſſion, or intereſt, will vindicate me, 
4 q 4 1d Paratelſus, from the vile flander 
| of thoſe who never read, or having read 
1 . not ae him. 


| Tis the fate of many 8 on many 
WE e ue bt condenand Ip nee 
* for if a falſe cur opens his throat againſt 
em thing, *tis ecchoed by all the whelps. * 
which follow ;, they cry, cruciſy, crucify 
bim, and being intoxicated with their 
own vile muſick, they cannot ſtop, to con- 
Ader the uby, or the uberefere. 
1 | This 
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This eutward hurricane it is, «which 
overcomes the ſpame of reviling what _ 


they do not conceive ; and overcomes them 1 
as inſen/ibly, to themſelves, as the fear of - 


| death, to a fighting army, on the entrance 


of battle, by the noiſe of drums and trum- 
pets. Truth, and the fear of death, aÞ | 
aſe accompany filence noiſe, prejudice, | 
and paſſion, effectually can remove them | 
both. T hoſe who are vittims to He 1 
and pageantry, will not be pleaſed tb 


my entertainment; but if they are pleaſed #7 


to put away thoſe hindrances pointed at, 
and ſuffer me to ſpeak to the interior man, 
viz. the Good in them, tis odds but, in 
a dead filence, when prejudice and noiſe 
are away, we become better acquainted. . 


I Bere addreſs myſelf to a part of every 
man, but to rhe whole of no man, know- 
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W 
Ing that vice and virtue are ſo coupled and 
blended in myſelf, (from thence 'T judge 
of others, ) that I am obliged to put away 
my vice; that I may give my virtue fair 
play" to judge of any thing ; therefore 
the ſame I give, I hope to receive; I want 
nt any favour. Try this piece with a 
- free and clean, but not à dirty ſpirit; 
and then I ſhall be ſatisfied with the event 
alone, «without calling to my aid the- help 
of eny name to ſuppert me, but Truth. 
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e title page are theſe words,. A 
full and plain Account of the Goutz 


folly, -or the baſeneſs, of all pretend- 
ers to the cure of it. | 


to the generality of perſons profeſ- 


fing phyſic, and the author's own la- 
bours to acquire the knowledge of a 


cure, may have worked up his ima- 
gination to the impoſſibility of it. 


REMARKS, ve. 
N a treatiſe lately publithed, | in 


from whence will be clearly ſeen, the 


This language may well be applied 


3 But 
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(2) 
But notwithſtanding, if the author 


with the generality of mankind have 
failed, yet it is ſomewhat too poſitive 


to conclude from thence it impoſſi- 
ble; for how many ſerve apprentice- 


ſhips to ſhoe-making,. yet never ac- 


quire the {kill of making a neat ſnoe; 


how many by tayloring, who can 


never cut out and fit a coat well. It 
may happen ſo in the art of phyſic. 


| The general part of profeſſors, may | 
arrive only to an indifferency in their 


art, and not to the perfection of it. 


Therefore it is no great wonder for 
the author, with the multitude, to fail 
in a cure for the gout. 


Is it not unſeemly to hear a cobler 


ſhoe 


affirm that nobody can make a neater 
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(3) | 
ſhoe than himſelf; or a bungling taylor 
ſay, there is no better workman than 
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And is it net equally as ridiculous "8 
in this autnor, to exclude all from the * 
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knowledge hereof. If it be true what. © 
this writer avers, philoſophy is vain, | 


and learning is of no uſe, if it be im- 
poſſible to cure the gout; but I think 
the , nee 
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You ſay, < every thing material by 
the beſt authors on that ſubje& is 


« taken notice of.” If the authors, | 4 
which yu call the beſt writers, could 4 


be a man living who from authors 
B 2 - has 
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| has learned to cure the gout, 
plain that you have not read the beſt 


(4) 


writers, or having read have not un- 


The firſt words of your dedication 
to the duke of Portland, are, though 
it muſt be owned it is ſtepping a 
great way out of my profeſſion to 


< write on a phyſical ſubject.“ This to 


me ſeems a great flip, and looks as 
tho' your divinity ended in ſounds. I 


really ſhould have imagined that di- 
vinity and nature are joined, and that 


your divinity would have led you to 


IT the knowledge of nature, which ter- 
minates in phyſical effects. 


When 1 
look into the Bible, I do not ſee but 
nature is coupled with divinity, from 
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tion ends with the water of life, a very i 


chapter, from Moſes to St. John the 2 
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EF. 
the beginning of Moſes to the end of -. 
Revelation; for Moſes begins with the 
generation of the heavens, of the earth, 
of animals and man, and the Revela- 


oF 


little of which I ſuppoſe would cure 
the gout. I do not remember one 


divine, that is not applied to ſome 
part of nature; for I ſuppoſe it muſt 
be allowed that man is a part of nature; 
therefore the writer will do much 
better in future to ſay,— I confeſs I 
erred in my preface when I ſaid, that 
it was ſtepping a great way out of my 

profeſſion to write on a phyſical ſub- 

ject, for I now can clearly diſcover | 
chat it is ſtepping a great way in⸗ 
to it to write truly on phyſick 
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In the firſt page of your preface you 


ſay, © notwithſtanding the many im- 
pudent boaſts of ignorant and intereſt- 
ed men, their ſpecifics are' an inſult 
upon common ſenſe : That the general 


part of the profeſſors of any art, fail 


of arriving at the perfect point, even 
of mechanical arts, as I have hinted, 
will be allowed by thoſe who know 
men and things; what then muſt it be in 
the occult ſcience of phyſic, which is 
not the object of ſenſe? Therefore you 
ſay true, thoſe common boaſters, and 


thoſe ſpecifics generally ſold, are on 
the common principles of phyſic in- 
vented, according to the preſent ſyſtem 
of mechanical reaſoning, therefore you 


are nearly right in ſuppoſing them an 
ir ſult on common ſenſe; but if a 
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ſpecific 
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n 
ſpecific ſhould be diſcovered, from the 


divinity of the Bible and Teſtament, 


or from the occult principles of na- 
ture; or if it offend ye not, and join 
the occult philoſophy of the ancient 
philoſophers; I ſay, can ſuch ſpe- 


cific be an inſult on common ſenſe ; 
no, that is impoſſible, becauſe com- 
mon ſenſe cannot judge of a medicine 


ſo occult, common ſenſe muſt admire 
rather, and worſhip the filent effects 


of ſo myſterious phyſic; and when 


common ſenſe ſets about the enquiry 
of how came ye cured, the patient is 


as inſenſible as the man reſtored to 


fight; and can only anſwer, I know 


that I was blind, but now I ſee: the 


gouty may ſay this, I know I was in 


pain, but now am free. True phyſic 


B 4 harmonizes 


— 


n 


harmonizes with our nature, and joins 


with us as a part of ourſelves; there- 


; fore it inſenſibly cures us, without our 
being ſuſceptible. of it, and cauſes no 


nauſea, or ebullition, any more than 
water mixed with water would do, be- 


ing of one nature, one quality, and 
alike. The top of your fourth page 
« itis affirmed by every phyſical writer, 
that the gout 15 the inheritance only 


i of the acute and ſenſible, tho? others 


« poſſibly may acquire it, and to prove 
„ which, philoſophical reaſons are not 


wanting.“ Tis pretty clear that you 


meant to compliment yourſelf on your 


inheritance, as it makes for the acute 
and ſenſible.— There is no compli- 
ment in thoſe words, in which will 
be clearly ſeen the folly and baſe- 


nels of all pretemdiers 40 the cure 
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(9) 
« of it:“ if the word all, was maſt 
pretenders to the cure of it, there, 
could lie no objection againſt: wel 


think the all is not ſo acute or ſen- 


ſible; but you may fall under your 
own ſecond remark, tho others mr 
< rt may acquire tt.” 


i has been acute and ſenſible 
thirty years, if I underſtand your book; 
I would fay, you have had the gout 
fo long; and you would inſinuate that 
acute ſenſibility always accompanies 
the gout, to prove which, © philoſo- 
« phical reaſons are not wanting.” 
I confeſs to me it ſeems a ſtrange ſort 
of philoſophy, which you would pro- 
duce againſt the poſſibility of curing 
the gout. If your philoſophy is true; 
tis a great misfortune for you, that 

you 
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you are acute and ſenſible to know 


any thing about it, ſince it will pro- 
duce no healthful effects; tis as bad 
as being condemned without hope of 


. 3 


If there is a poſſibility of Gini 5 
thizing in the ſorrows of others, I 
know no greater woe than to ſee a 
brother whoſe eyes are ſtrained thro? 


pain and affliction, who ſweats in ſor- 


rows both of mind and body ;—whoſe 


ſenſible and acute ſoul is running over 
its philoſophy, and the materia me- 


dica, for help, but returns into its 
painful houſe again, after a yain and 
fruitleſs ſearch, and then bound in 
with the chain of mortal ſorrow, hope- 


leſs, def; pairing; ;—whoſe batter'd ſoub 


becomes 


* 


, 
d 
N 
64 
2 
= 
o 
4 
® 
1 
\ 
= 
N 
7 
2 
ye 
1 
1 
»_ 
4 : 1 
1 C 
__; 
\ 
1 4 
- - 

; 1 
% 
WW 
2 
I | 
# 

> 
& 
7 
F 
B 
E 


o De ds n 


4 SS 
8 „ 


* R n 

i. og Ott 8 8 
- ex, * = oy : 
\ 1 


(1) 


becomes paſſive as the body, and re · 
ſigns itſelf, with it to bear. 


However the generality of man- 
kind are bound in by their miſeries 
and ſorrows, without hope of relief, 
yet if we take a ſtrict view of them we 
ſhall find ſomething objectable; I do 
not mean to doubt the reality of their 
pains; and ſorrows, thoſe are the ſuf- 
ferings of ſenſe, and muſt be true, but 
doubt the truth of the philoſophy. 
We will examine a little into this au- 
thor, from whence we may judge of 
all the authors he has read, and of the 
generality of mankind by this. - 
Firſt, it is plain the philoſophy of this 
author is infirm, as his whole reaſon- 


ing is againſt the poſſibility of a cure: 


and ſo weak, as to be unable to 


take 


| (612). 
tale the uſeful fide of the queſtion; 
namely, the poſſibility of a cure, there- 
fore at once we may conclude it vain 
and unuſeful; conſequently, the compli- 
ment deſigned for the acute and ſen- 
ſible part of man muſt vaniſh, and 
the author may chance to be the ſub- 
ject of his on ſecond remark, © tho? 
others may poſſibly acquire it.” Now 
1 know' not what is contrary to acute 
| | and ſenſible, but dull and ftupid ; 
lll therefore it follows, that the gout may 
0 be the affliction of all, both wiſe men 
1 and fools. 
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ll In your preface you ſay, every fit 
iſh produces ſomething new for obſerva- 
| vation, and may require various ma- 
| . nagement of it in ſome few particulars. 


. _ You 
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nn) 
You figure it under fuch vations 
circumſtances, that the advice of a 
" phyſician you fay is abſolutely neceſ- 


ceſſary, on account of age, conſtitu- 
tion, and way of living. You ſpeak 


_ of numerous caſes of the regular gout, A 


and you name it the gout miſplaced: 

ſoin your eleventh page you fay, i in all 
other caſes reſpecting the gout, 1 hope 
every thing may be found here that 
may be neceſſary or deſirable. But to 


whom do you write, if your recipe is 


not applicable to any age, conſtitu- 
tion or mode of living : if under theſe 
three circumſtances, they muſt con- 
ſult a phyſician, I confeſs I ſee not the 


uſe of your writing, I have made one 
remark on the top ef your ninth page, 
which will anſwer all your preface. 

| The 


Mi! 
I! (14) 
Ul The cauſe is one, men are natural ani- 


mals of one ſpecie, therefore there 
need no variation of treatment as you 


aſſert ; remove the cauſe, and all of 
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i | 15 every age, and conſtitution, are free. 
Wk imagine thoſe few words a little 
conſidered, will dethrone your whole 

| book, which conſiſts of 290 pages. 
| Page ſixteen you ſay, That the gout 
| «jg a diſeaſe from the retention of 
| i . uf ſome matter, whether urinous, fa- 
Wi line, viſcid, tartarous, or earthy, 
| ll - „which ought to be diſcharged.” 
huis difinition might have ended 
} | with the retention of ſome matter, for 
| what ſorts of matter are there in the 
hi 5 body, which fall not under one of the 
ll _ five arc, either urinous, ſaline, viſcid, 
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tartarous, or earthy.—What by theſe 


words is determined? why I fee, not 


any thing!—for. you mention every 
thing, that the underſtanding .reader - 
may be ſure you hit the mark in ſome- 
thing. You come to no determined 
idea about what the gout is; if du 
could not, why did you write? But N 
ſee it is to let the reader know what 
your opinion is, that the cauſe of this 
amazing diſorder will never be diſ- 
covered: vide p. 13, and p. 15, «it 
«is a thing of an incomprehenſible 
nature,“ and if no notice (you ſay) 
is taken of Galen, Etius, Paracelſus, 
&c. it is not becauſe you was igno- 
rant of their opinions, but becauſe they 
are contrary to experience, & they are 
* yain, prolix and frivolous.” 
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( 16 ) 


"of * 8 2 read G Je; nor E . 
therefore know nothing of their merit, ; 


but I have ſeen and do admire the 


writings of ſome others you mention; 
particularly Paracelſus, who you rank 
as frivolous and vain ! you, who in my 
determined idea, in your whole 290 
1 owl @ 5 


0 you, Nerat may appear, AS 
you - fay, vain and frivolous; he ap- 
Pears ſo, this year, to Dr. Baker, who 
wonders how Eraſmus could in his 

own caſe confult ſo wild, ſo illiterate 
an A as Paracelſus appears to 
have been. Vide p. 333, Medical 


Tranſactions, 1768. is 4 
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So again. But it aaa 55 i 


walls a queſtion, whether Paracelſus, 
who was very fond of ſaturnine me- 
dicines, in many diſeaſes, did not con- 


tribute to render this cholic more fre- 


quent. Vide p. 332, Medical Tranſ- 
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But it may as reaſonably be made 


a queſtion, whether Paracelſus s fa | 
turnine medicines were leaden me- | 
dicines; if they were, then Dr. Baker's 


argument againſt Paracelſus may be 
rightly founded, but chat is to be 
proved. But what if it could be 
proved that his ſaturnine medicines 
were not leaden, and he who con- 
ceives they were, has not a philoſo- 
Phical, but leaden head, be of what 
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college or ſociety be may, 6 his* name 
Ju Nokes, or Thomas OPS.” 1 
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1 really obſerve that erudition aka 
Kterature does not enlarge the under- 
ſtandings of ſome perſons; but I ſhould 
think it might teach them a little mo- 
deſty or common civility, or at leaſt 
a little diffidence; for 1 ſuppoſe there 


are few ſcholars but have found 1 it eaſier Ts 
to to lay than . 


* 


I think it would become a civilized 
. | ereature to be careful in not wound- 
ing thc reputation of a deceafed au- 
thor, as much as his politeneſs is con- 
cerned i in not giving offence to the 
Hring. For it is very difficult to be 


/ "ne of wy chin 80 therefore becomes 
8 | men 


. 619) 
men well, eee 


"Beſides, 4 may bi ſome chan, 
for their being laughed at by thoſe. 
who can underſtand that. incomprehen-, _ 
ſible jargon they complain of, that 
is only . incomprehenſible to an arbi- 
trary and. violent. ſcholar, which in- 
com prehenſibility melts and diſſolves 
away, by the power of an ingreſſble and 
ductile ſpirit, and which effect cannot 
happen in a mere literal ſcholar, whole. 
mind is tied by the arbitrary ſigniſi- 
cation of words, without their ſpirit. 
To ſuch, Saturn is lead, as in the: . 
caſe produced; Mars i iron, Venus'cop- --- 
per, &c. theſe are the interpretation 3 
of n_chymiſts, common phyſi- 
92 cians, 


(020 
cians, common ſcholars. Now, if t 
ſort of knowledge was good, in effects, 
chere would be no bad chymiſts, bad 
phyſicians, &c. all would be good 
and true; but as the generality of the 
profeſſors in art are but indifferent, 1 
fear their wit is blunted a little, and there 


fore put nat the right i interpretation on 
1 words 4 ancient 3 l 


The {ts erde Fins Aecobait ur 
the Gour, I ſuppoſe, would be thought 
a grave divine, yet ventured to revile, 
becauſe the ſpirit of Paracelſus pro- 


duced no harmony in the brain veſſels; 
but on reflection, it might have fell 
on Moſes, whom Paracelſus under- 
ſtood ;—bur he reviled him he under- 
ſtood not. I wonder if he underſtands | 
in | 5 me 


| (21) 

me. He ſtrayed when: he reviled, and 
1 ſtray from his book to tell him of 
it, I aſk- pardon, and now return. 
From the 16th. to the agth page you - 
are anatomical; you-might as well have 
been writing the hiſtory of America, 
for what that has to do with the ſub- 
ject. In the agth page you draw to 
a point; I'll ſhew it you in your own 
words, and ſhould be glad to ſee your 
face when you read it. Having il- | 
6 luſtrated the general principle, chat 
the gout is a diſeaſe from the re- 
<« tention of ſome matter which ought 
to be diſcharged, we may now pro- 
« ceed a little further, and affirm, 
that whatever this matter is, whe- 
ther urinous, \ i ſaline, earthy, viſcid, 
“or tartarous when it is not di 
335 C4 <5 
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«© thets above-mentioned, and it is not 
here very material wich.“ 
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* of the evacuations aboye-mention- 


ed, it gathers chiefly in the ox. 
« tremities, and on the glands of the 
joints. Phyſicians are not agreed 
as to the nature of this matter; but 
it falls under one or other of the epi- 


You really have got into a wood, and 
eannot get out. You turn and turn, but 


one new idea you cannot produce. 


Tn gout | is ſomething which falls on 


the joints; but what that ſomething | 


is you cannot gueſs—'tis one of five— __ 
if there had been 500; ſubſtances in 
man, you might have been fure it 


was one of thoſe. So it is one of five, 
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but which you know not; then pray | 
what are you writing about. Markt 
the blood is compoſed of few prin- 
ciples, which are attractive of each 
other, and the whole number of pure 
principles art but two; the third, which 

is by ſome philoſophers called a princi- 5 
ple, is only the medium in which the two 
principles act; but all bodies in their of 
natural ſtate are corrupt, and chere iy 
adheres to the medium a great quan- Hes. 


tity of aduftive impurity, which thick- 
ens, and impedes the activity of the 
two principles: 'tis the various alter- 
ation or fermentation, for want of 
a greater degree of fixity of this in- 
pure matter, which is the cauſe of the 
cout, But I am afraid you do not” 


nn me, tho?” you read Moſes 
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„ a0 the New Teſtament, for in thoſe 
| 5 books are the true blood - making prin- 
Ut © © ciples couch'd. If Moſes was under- 
| * Rood by you, you had left Paracelſus 
N quiet. The principles of nature were 
the ſame i in Moſes” time, as they were 
in the apoſtles time; and the ſame in 
their time, as in our time; not one 
ptinciple added, nor one taken away; 
and ſince the univerſe remains the ſame, 


what can be the reaſon we may not 
underſtand the conſtituent principles 


of che works as well as Moſes, the 
apoſtles, and philoſophers. But you. 
will fay, what has this to do with the 
gout? Mark! I'll peak to your me- 
mory. there are three which bare 
record above, there are three witneſſes 
owe. the laſt witneſs is blood. 


+ * . Now oh 
: ay * i 


* 


3 you ay; 
cauſed by die retention of ſome mar- 


ter, what matter you cannot ay; 


but you ſay, it is one of all the mat- 


ters, and it is immiaterial which: " 1 


| aſure you the univerſe - ſhould not 


tempt me to be ſo learned a ſcholar. 


Now if the principles of the univerſe 


are concerned in blood-making, both 


above and beneath, I ſhould have 
thought ĩt would have concerned you 
as a learned divine, diſeaſed, to have 


looked into the library of Nature, and 
into the books of thoſe writers which 
had given us the hiſtory of Nature; 
and not into authors which did not 
low Nature. Tou plainly ſee that the 
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dogmatical profeſſors of phyſic cannot 
eure the gout. I ſhould have thought 
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* _ have been a ſufficient hint 
* for you to have turned your back up- 
4 5 on them, and have followed Moſes, Pa- 


 , racelſus, or Nature; as I did, who had 

' - diſeaſe more troubleſome and fatal 

x than you. But even ſuffering could 

; not bring your learned fpirit-into the 

tight road, tho” no good you found 

in the wrong. And fo great is your 

infatuation, that you rail at quacks, 

and pretenders to cure the gout, when 

vou are nothing but a pretender your- 
ſelf. From page 29 to 43, you tran- 
ſcribe Sydenham's account of the gout 
when regular; from 43 to 5 is about 

irregular fits and railing. You fay, 

the ſtrongeſt recommendation ſhall 

4 13 never prevail with you to meddle 
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1 a by the help 1 lie 
tle mater, about the fize'of a barley 


haps not ſo often taken, which will al. - 
ways remove your pains, and add to 


your happineſs and life. But as you 


renders, inſtaad of | moſt ' pretendery; 
ble chair; I fay, on that! account. 568 
muſt ſnuff your candles, or ſnarpen your | 
wit, to underſtand me. Hear then! 
1 have ſaid the blood is compoſed f 
two principles, to which there is much 
aduſtive impurity adbering, i 


Ss, 


2 
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cha! the mixture, There i is a ne 


ceflity for 'a certain thickneſs or tem- 
perature, to make one of the princi- 
ples flow ; the aduſtive property gives 
a degree of fixity, which ſtops pre- 
cipitation; therefore, when the aduſ- 
tive property is wanting, fixity is 
wanting; then a precipitation enſues, 
which is the Un called the gout 


* 


* 


4g =_ be ae is to give the blood 
what it wants, which I have with bre- 
vity told; then the precipitations are 
taken into the blood again, flows with 
it again, and is not a morbific matter, 
as you and the authors you have read 
ſuppoſe. And thoꝰ it be not eſſential 
do abſolutely pure blood, yet it is ab- 
dulutely neceſſary to conſtitute the 

[ici = blood 
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blood of ſv impure a creature a min. 
Here then, Sir, has been your di. 
lemma, in not knowing any thing I 
about blood, nor one of the authors 
you cite; you with them, and they 
with the croud, run from Nature, Di. 
vinity and Truth. Other diſeaſes are 

effects of too much aduſtion, which i is 
the cauſe of death, as the gout is of 
too little. There is a neceſſity for a 
temperature. Some diſeaſes are remov- 4 
ed by pure medicine, ſome by i impure z 
and both the pure and impure are 
one; the impurity being removed by 
che artiſt, which {kill is rarely found. 
by chance, if not impoſſible; and which 


ar is fully elucidated over 1 = bs 
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Take then the little matter inti- 
mated, and you are free; which I have 
often ſeen, have done. I could have 
weighed your book down with a line, . 
which is nothing but one continued 
negation from beginning to end. You 8 
are tedious about regimen, conftitu- 
tion, age, and a thouſand other chi- 
meras which aroſe in you. You play 
with che ſmoak of diſeaſe, like others 
5 whoſe underſtandings ply in the ſame. 
region; you forget, nay, you know 
not the cauſe; you never think of the 
fire which produces the ſmoak, but 
vou catch, and want to, ſtifle the 
ſmoak; but finding that vain, you 
preſcribe opiates, that the ſmoak may 
evaporate without your feeling it. 
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In your 53d page you u tay, « indf- 
geſtion is the primary cauſe of the 
gout;” why ſo; what's the cauſe of 
indigeſtion? I ſuppoſe ſomething : what 
think ye of defect in the blood. I am 
ſure you have read Sydenham by halves, 
to affirm indigeſtion the primary cauſe; 
and if I can fairly drive your reaſoning - 
ing back to the blood, who knows 
but I may be right, at _ COT 
who you are areal 9 
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In the oth pee peaking of the 
matter lurking in the blood, and pro- 
ducing one fit after another, and A 
third again on taking cold, you fur 
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up your argument and ſay, And 
was I not in the right to ſay, as 1 


—— 


did in the beginning of this account, 


that the whole cauſe of this amazing 
diſorder will probably be never under- 


"ſtood, 8 Mo” N 
I ſhould be glad to know who you 

are ſpeaking to, when you ſay, “ was I | 
not in the right, &c.” Pray are you 
not ſpeaking to che reader; if you 
are, I, as a reader, aſſurę you as con- 
fidently as you thought yourſelf right, 
that I as a reader think you wrong; 
and therefore repeat your words and 
fay, Am I not in the right to ſay, that 

the cauſe of this amazing diſorder is un- 
derſtood; and I preſume with as much 
weight. as you. can urge the negative, by 
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ditch, what _ will that preſerve 


him from. a no, no z,you. muſt, to 
it again; ee phate bur with 


„ 


the multitude. Thoſe to ee the 
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after the autumn, whether they eat the 
fruits, or ſmell them; or if they nei- 
more account, than the profit ariſing 
was your end, you haye it the multi- 
tue are. always ready for the vertigos 
minds. The, mind's diſeaſe is 
ance and error, and that is always 
in demand with, the croyd, and infe : 

rior profeſſors of alli arts. Therefore, 


Sin. abere, is good encoutagement ; 
aon, there are cuſtomers enow. 
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What if che cauſe of the gout returning 1 
after autumn be conſidered in this ſim- 705 
ple licht, conſider if it be not as ratio- Go | 
nal as your putrefactive fruits lying in 
the. inteſtinal tube. I ſuppoſe when 1 
the ſun declines from the 8 
equinox, the cold weather comes in, 

they pores of the ſkin ſhut. up, /perſpi- 

and. the blood. grows thin; the matter 
precipitates on the joints, &c. which 
could not happen when there was great 
Pen, for that left the blood 
thick, which is the alone cauſe of pre- 
| venting precipitation for there is great 
difference in fluids; for example, there 
may be many precipitations thro? Water, 5 : 
which will not happen thro' treaclez ; 
therefore there is a neceſſity to preſerve. 
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when they outwardly appear; I ſay, 


to ſuch a perſon the urinous, ſaline,” 


viſcid, tartarous and ' earthy, ſeem 


ſpecifically different when they may 
all ar ſe from one impure matter, and 
the differenees be really made by the 
- natural and chymical agents in -the 


body. The ſeeming diverſity of hu- 
mours falling on different parts of the 
body, ſeem to form different diſeaſes. | 


The conception of che moderns, i in 1 


poſing t the humours really” different in 
their nature and quality, drive "ey 
as vatious, or 4 chouſand more various 


| ways for cure; this Falſe conception 


runs and ſpreads from author to author 
like lightning; ; and he who writes the 
moſt ſ pedious account of ſymptoms and 


diſcaſe, and * recipes for this time, 


another 
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minute particulars, pleaſes 
called the moſt learned and knowing 
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and phyfie, like the author before me, 
only believe what- can eaſily con- 
ceive, and confine.” their learning 
to the moderns ; and with this learned: 
divine i in h1s109th page, « to this end, 
E paſſing by the abſurdities of the an- 


cents,“ not conſidering the ſimpli- 
wood of conceit, out of which it will 
ſider the abſurdities of the ancients 
which, in my judgement, ſo I do not 
t i D 4 A 42 | A 
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A hint of which I here will lay be · 
fore them. The gouty matter, ſays - 
this learned writer, is either urinous 
ſaline, viſcid, rartarous, or earthy. So- 
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| ſame fort of wit was to be continued 
4 to the conſideration of all the metals, | 
4 its further extenſion to the heavens ; 
[ might there not be judged, (paſſing by 
| the abſurdities of the ancients) five. 
L thouſand different ſubſtances in nature, 
| ſinee five are found independant on the 
real nature of man. I fay, mowing 
dd the vit and judgement of che un- 
Genta, at one ſtroke, might it not pret- 
_  xpclewoly be proved, after their manner, 
| that 


the chaos, therefore all the variety of 5 
ſubſtances; forms, and w 
are jn heaven, in and o n the earth I and 
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E Fs 


2. all taken together are but eq 
to the chaos, ae 
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vo fay: he could, for notwithſtand- 
ing you paſs by his abſurdities, yet 
. Dmnenanes: I þ pate er „end n. 


Rerum ren to | the abſurdities, 
you have paſſed by, and conſider from 


whence you 1 Was taken, and the ſim- 
plicity « of nature, which will lead you 
to very few things, but true; I mean 
your father and mother, the ſun and 
moon, whom you ſhould honour, chat 
vou may live free from pain, and that 
your days may be long in the land, 
which" the Lord your God hath given 
you, No. laugh and fay, what art 
preaching to me, who! hath preached 
to ſo many, and fo long. Les, J am, 
waricrot 9 3 
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you preach words, I things. I forget; L 
believe you'll paſs by the abſurdities 8 
„and what L have given 
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only hs duc ur e gout; * _ 
& one of them hitherto has diſcovetel 
this cauſe; and this hath 


ſelves involved in the wilder 
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urgundy, 
ow enferwn the gout, - 
and it is becauſe the wines are well 


ſaturated with ſalts.” In 118, you fay, 
that beer cauſes che 
. out; fooner chan wine; yon ſay tis 
becauſe wine contains leſs mucilage 
than. beer; now this is coming near 
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| ta ca, bor got che very truth, for 


1 doubt. There mult be ſome particu» 
lar reaſon hy the province of Bur- 
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deset in ou; enen bring» - 
dead Jertef, you having the living out- 
cry in your favour; ſay it is t heit ab- 
ſurdity, not conſidering that all ORG, 
and ſublime writings in all ages by poſ- - 
terity are liable to the ſame. mad cen- 
ſure ; but I who ſee with a more equal 
eye, judge the living in this day to be 
as abſurd as in any former day, there- 
fore think myſelf at free liberty to 
take which ſide I will; I then declare 
to vindicate the wiſdom of the ancients, 
againſt the abſurdities of the moderns, 
and will meet the modern wiſdom with 
the abſurdities of the dead in my hand, 
and do that with their abſurdities, 
which you in all your profound wiſ- 
dom ſay is impoſſible, that is, cure tho 
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(4.7 
: Page 153 and 184. In this con⸗ 
| « dition the philoſophy of the patient 
will be of uſe, to, him, by teaching 


<« him not to dwell on the melancholy © 9 
| © fide of his fate, but to conſider this 44 
* malady. ig/2s. much the portion of ; 
« rhis life in his, conſtitution, 38 the 
«common returns of . appetite for his | 
60 ſubſiſtence, and the only relief which RW 
« he can , have againſt_much greater of 
- 4 evils.” 2 I have heard people ay, ; : 1 
| that the paiñs of the gout were as great b 5 j 
-» 2 human nature could well bear, and 5 : ” 
this you call,a, relief ageinſt 1 M7 4. 
greater. evils i 8 reaſoning. God TY 
has, or he has not, placed in nature a 
remedy for the gout: If there be in 
| nature a remedy,” it becomes 2,realon- : ; 
able man to find. ĩt out; if not, then ; 


1 indeed, 
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_ indeed, you may ſay the gout is the 
portion of this life in his opting 
6. A nab anne 


+ But t Wenn melancholy a 


therefore you inculcate philoſophy to 
your pupils, to teach them to bear, 
ne jack-alles, burthens they may eaſily 
throw off. N 42 

Page 1643 © But when it is arrived 
ac its height, if the pain ſhould be 
ue rg e uren e 
wol phyſicians gent opiars te may 
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here himſelf by the following ano- 


. © Take of opium fi rms &e: 


drops muſt be proportioned to the 
violence of the pain, and repeated 
every night that the pain requires it” 


fond of eaſe, 8 en eherviigs, 


*tis no wonder we are willing to part 


with a portion of our ſenſibility to at- 


tain it : ſo, by a cold poiſon, here muſt 


be ſuppreſs'd our ſenſe of feeling, by 
congealing the nervous fluids, which 


give us that ſenſe : now, our feeling | 
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being removed, is not removing the 
gouty matter which cauſes the pain, 
but it is taking ourſelves away from 
the gout, not putting away the gout 
from ourſelves. Now I aſſure you this 
is no new diſcovery, for I have in all 
ages heard, when pains grow intolle- 
rable, the patient grows deſperate, 
and will try every effort to ſave himſelf; 
firſt by ſmall doſes, as you adviſe, then, 
as you ſay, page 16 5, 4 proportion- 
ing the doſe to the violence of the 
t pain,” to uſe your words, till at laſt 
they will call out for ſomebody to 
knock them o'th* head, to put away 
their ſenſes at once. The reſt of your 
book is full of remedies, regimen, ci- 
tations and obſervations, full of wretch- 
edneſs and forrow. I think myſelf ob. 

liged 


ta) 


8 a remark 
of yours in page 176, wherein you ſay, 
hence we learn that ſleepleſs nights 
< alone, if they were permitted; would 
prevent the digeſtion of the arthritic 
<« matter; and that whatever cauſes 
< ſleep will promote perſpiration ;-page: 
* 177, if it can be ſhewn that two of 
the conſtant: effects of opium, thus Bo 
< prepared and doſed, as hath been 
« directed, are its promoting perſpi- 
<« ration and ſleep.“ You conceive the 
morbific matter to reſolve, and to be. 
carried off by perſpiration, tho! in differ 
ent parts of your book you affirm, that 
all the morbific matter cannot be carried 
off, but that there is always enough  ' 
left behind to form new fits, one after 
another, if great care and in, — 
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(52 y 
4ro'not obſerved. Now there are ſe- 
veral ways of reaſoning on the ſame 
point; but I know no better way to 
prove the truth of a theory, than try- 
ing its experimental effects; if thoſe 
then ſhould not harmonize with the 
conception, tis pretty clear that the 
reaſoning is defective and mere de- 
luſion. Now if perſpiration, gained by 
the means of opium, could carry off 
any of the matter which forms the 
gout, then it muſt follow that the doſe 
and perſpiration continued, would carry 
off all the matter, and leave the pa- 
tient free, which would be a cure; but 
this you poſitively deny, and ſay there 
is always morbific matter enough left 
to make the poor arthritic -happy, 

in Ie him — greater ills; 
therefore 


r 
therefore I think we may, on prett, 
certain grounds, affirm, your whole 
reaſoning thereon fallacious, ſince the 
truth of it is incapable of proof. What a 
chen will be the conſequence, if we 
take it this way: therefore mark ! per- 
ſpiration draws off the ſerous part of 
the blood, and as that departs the 

blood goes thicker, which fops far- 
ther precipitations ; and not unlikely, 
when the blood hath a ſtronger body, 
in which that which fell might flow. 

What think you, if a partof that which, 

fell ſhould be beat into the blood 
again by the circulation; and ſo yon 
may get eaſe by opiates and perſpita- 
tion. But then again this follows, when 
the ſeaſon, or perſpiration, for want of 
. are unfavourable, the ſerum in- 

„ creaſes 
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creaſes, the blood thins and grows 
bad, the precipitation follow, and 
the wretched arthritic is fo happy as 


'to haye, the gout return to prevent 
greater miſchief; page 262, © for if 


he is a man of ſenſe, he will not wiſh, 


F it could be, to be freed entirely 
6. from it.“ Another obſervation 1 
have is, that you ſuppoſe the volatile 
falt ſpirits of the opium do attenuate 
the gouty matter, ſo render it capable 
"of being carried off by perſpiration. ' 
Tho' this doctrine of attenuation by ſub. 
tle ſalt ſpirits, 1 is held in great eſteem. 


at "this day, yet it may neverthe - | 


Fr 1&8 be untrue; for there are few con- 


 fidering perſons. but will allow, that 


| the more volatile ſpirits fly firſt, and 


do not beat in and Penetrate doun- 
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0550 


. whoſe quality is to fly up; dete : 


fore it is abſurd to ſuppoſe, from this 
| reaſon alone, that a volatile can atte- 


nuate a fix'd matter, whoſe particles are 


fo diffimilar, whoſe gravity ſo unlike, 
and whoſe quality i 18 diametrically op- 


polite. Beſides, theſe mechanical ideas, | 


applied by phy ical pebple i in the ope- ; 


ration of medicine, is more than whim- 


ſical; for Nature moves neither like 
the cogs in a mill Wheel, nor like the 
levigating ſtones of the miller. Nei: 


ther is the aliment ground down for 
nouriſhment in the manner ſhewn 'in _ 
many parts of that treatiſe. ' But 
there is an actual attraction of ſimilar 
405 ſpirits, not a mechanical attenuation | 


of things diſſimilar, by the veſſels, Fc. 
9 have che veſſels that power, for 
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their. 18 or texture is com- 
poſed of the fluid mixture which paſſes 
thro' them, therefore they are better 
and worſe, and have no power of their 
.own, but are relaxed or elaſtic in 
proportion to the ſtrength of the cir- 


culating fluid which paſſes thro them. 
You may, therefore, now begin to alter 


your ſyſtem, ſince you are told chat 


the blood depends not on the vaſcular 


ſyſtem for its health, but the tone or 
claſticity of the whole vaſcular ſyſtem 
depends on the blood. To cloſe this 


his e Sydenham, whoſe mode- 
. ration was much greater than his own: 


The firſt begins his book with, « From 
* whence will be clearly ſeen, the folly, 


of this diſcaſe, with theſe: 


\ 40 when, or by whom it will 


- 
A 1 


«to light; tho by my long courſe of 


king, I am induced to beliew 


that ſuch a remedy will be 
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found out; and if ever it 
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555 EN e he extolls and immortalizes, 
i 18 it were; Sydenham, but has not 
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* F. b 1. am not Fond of over much labour, and 
writing for a mouth I leave, to wordy men, who 
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